THE LEDE

WHY ADULTS ARE PLAYING WITH TOYS

After decades of depending on customers who had to beg their parents for pocket money—
and who would eventually grow up—the toy industry has found a savior in “kid-ults.”

By Diego Lasarte
October 3, 2026
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Illustration by Nick Little
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New Yorker Favorites

o Parents disagreed on whether to vaccinate their children. Then the kids
got sick.

e Take a break with our Puzzles & Games.
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e A brilliant scientist’s dark motives for bringing children home to live
with him.

 The anger fuelling the Lindsay Clancy conspiracy theories.

e Our critics’ picks for what to see, eat, and do this fall.
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What We'’re Reading

Our editors and critics review notable new fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.
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HUMOR

New Kinds of Trad Wife I Could Be
Outfit Only: I totally look like I'm in a sexy version of “Little House on the Prairie,” but I

refuse to do a single chore.

By Blythe Roberson
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THE LEDE

The Sisters Buying Homes Together

As marriage rates fall and housing prices climb, adult siblings are betting on the family

they already have.

By Kelly Marie Coyne
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SHOWCASE

Tom Sachs Channels Chanel

At his downtown studio, the perennially provocative artist makes a lo-fi version of the

brand’s flagship Parisian store.

By Rachel Syme
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SKETCHPAD

Cartoon Recession Indicators

Is your life savings a single moth? Are you afflicted with moola eyes? It might be a sign
we're in a downturn.

By Ali Fitzgerald
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POPULAR CHRONICLES

The American Religion of Self-Storage Facilities

Why are we so obsessed with putting our belongings in metal boxes and then never
looking at them again?

By David Owen
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PHOTO BOOTH

The Teen Portraits That Captivated Sofia Coppola

Joseph Szabo’s pictures capture American adolescents’ spontaneous presence and loose-

limbed, insouciant grace.

By Margaret Talbot
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